Friday, November 11, 2011
Twins Sign Infielder Jamey Carroll
I never like when a team signs a player who is older than I am, and Jamey Carroll is over a year older than I am. He will be 38 years old in mid-February. However, I have to say that I am really good with the Twins signing Carroll. (pending physical, I assume, which should happen in the coming days) Carroll is a rare example of a player who did not debut in the big leagues until he was 28 years old late in the 2002 season. Since 2003, he has played at least 93 games each season. Although he has never been known as an everyday player, he has played most every day.
His 10 year big league career batting line is an impressive .278/.356/.348 (.704). Certainly nothing to write home about, but he is a middle infielder with no power. He’s got 12 career home runs. So no, he won’t be an OPS guy. 
More important, in my mind, are his past two seasons in Los Angeles with the Dodgers. He has played in 133 and 146 games. He accumulated 414 and 510 plate appearances. And he combined to hit .290/.368/.344 with 40 doubles, 22 triples and four home runs. 
In 2010, he played 69 games at shortstop, 48 games at 2B, 11 games at 3B and 5 games in left field. In 2011, he played 81 games at 2B and 66 games at shortstop. He is a solid defensive players in the middle infield, and frankly, ‘solid’ is a gigantic improvement for the Twins infield over 2010. 
I think that $7 million for 2 years is a little high. Then again, I see him as a better offensive version of Nick Punto. Maybe that’s why the contract is scary, especially for a 38 year old. At the same time, giving him that kind of contract assures that he will be starting at shortstop (assuming the Twins will stand by Alexi Casilla at 2B). 
At the end of the day, I like the signing. I like the solid, steady play of Carroll. He’s not elite, and that’s fine. But if he’s the team’s shortstop most days in 2012, he will help the Twins pitching staff. He’s solid defensively, he is a good singles hitter who also gets on base at a good clip. He is a veteran. He does have versatility. He is an older version of Clint Barmes who will likely cost quite a bit less than Barmes for pretty equivalent play. Barmes may have a little more power in his bat, but with Target Field being the home field 81 games a year, I don’t think that it is a huge distinction. 
Also, with Brian Dozier waiting in the wings, likely ready for big league action by July, it gives the Twins options. If the Twins brass believes that Dozier can play SS every day, Carroll can very easily slip over to 2B and Casilla can become the team’s utility infielder, a position that he is likely best suited for.   
I like the Carroll signing. It isn’t huge, but it is a good move for a team that is looking to improve itself. What do you think? Feel free to comment. 





